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Giambologna, Mars, ca. 1570, Bronze
© LIECHTENSTEIN. The Princely Collections,
Vaduz-Vienna

Exhibition

WORTHY OF A PRINCE

Giambologna’s Mars
(17 September—16 November 2025)
Liechtensteinisches LandesMuseum Vaduz

To mark the 8oth birthday of Prince Hans-Adam II von und zu Liechtenstein, the
Princely House is celebrating the recent acquisition of one of the most famous
small bronze sculptures of the Italian late Renaissance with an exhibition:
“Worthy of a Prince — Giambologna’s Mars” (17 September to 16 November 2025,
Liechtensteinisches LandesMuseum Vaduz). Complemented by other high-calibre
works of art, Giambologna’s Mars takes the visitor on a journey to Medici Florence
and sheds light on the artistic wealth of the late Renaissance.

Combining classical ideals with artistic innovation, the Liechtenstein Mars by Giambologna is
one of the most striking representations ever made of the Roman god of war. With its
masterfully heroic pose and commanding presence, the figure seems to embody the inner
strength that imbues a sovereign with true dignity. Cast around 1570, the bronze statuette
retains all the freshness of the original wax model. Even the most subtle of details, for example
the bulging veins at the temples, faithfully reproduce the master’s design in wax, in what is
ultimately one of the most extraordinary male nudes of the Mannerist period.

Giambologna’s Workshop in Medici Florence

The figure was created in Florence, where the Fleming Jean de Boulogne (1529—1608), who
soon came to be known as Giambologna, worked for the Medici court. The Medici owed their
reputation not only to their economic success and political ambition, but also to their generous
and strategic promotion of the arts and sciences. In this environment, Giambologna quickly
developed into a sought-after sculptor who was able to create monumental sculptures as well as
small-scale, exquisitely tactile bronze statuettes.

www.liechtensteincollections.at



Press release, 2 September 2025

Small bronzes were not only a useful vehicle to represent the power and splendour of the
Medici, they also made the perfect diplomatic gift. Since the Renaissance revival of the antique
art form of the small bronze, such works had become coveted collector’s items — and the most
desirable of all were Giambologna’s spectacular creations. Based on subjects from ancient
mythology, the figures and sculptural groups were not only remarkable for the perfection of
their execution. In the cloak of allegory, they could also convey subtle yet potent messages
across political and religious divides.

From the 1570s onwards, Giambologna ran a well-organised workshop in Florence. As an artist
of great technical skill, he developed a process that allowed him to produce several casts from a
single model. Since his workshop continued producing these casts long after his death, the small
bronzes created during Giambologna’s lifetime represent the benchmark of quality against
which all other examples are measured.

Giambologna’s Mars

Giambologna saw his Mars become one of his most famous small bronzes. Several examples
from his workshop are documented; three of them are thought to be by his own hand. Of these,
the Liechtenstein Mars is undoubtedly the finest.

Giambologna drew on the myths of antiquity and reinterpreted them in animated, yet carefully
balanced forms. The sophistication of his compositions exceeded everything that had gone
before.

‘Giambologna was a consummate master in the creation of sculptures conceived in the round,
and his sheer ingenuity remains a constant source of amazement. Figures like the Mars can
never be fully appreciated from just one angle. Time and again, they challenge the viewer to
keep moving or to turn them in their hands to discover new aspects, compositional elements or
astonishing details,” writes Stephan Koja, Director of the Princely Collections, in the foreword to
the accompanying publication Body of Power — The Mars by Giambologna. He goes on to say:
‘This invests the experience of these small bronzes with movement, even life. It is as though they
were urging us to explore them further and in greater detail. [...] Then there is the impressive
monumentality of Giambologna’s works. [...] If we only saw it in photographs and did not know
its actual size, we would assume that we are looking at a monumental, possibly even larger-
than-life statue. This is certainly helped by the outstanding quality of every last detail, which can
only really be appreciated up close.’

The Splendour of the Late Renaissance

Mars is accompanied by a selection of other small bronzes from the Princely Collections that
were produced after designs and models by Giambologna and his workshop assistants, among
them Antonio and Giovanni Francesco Susini, Pietro Tacca and Adriaen de Vries. The
presentation not only showcases Giambologna’s virtuosity and the outstanding quality of the
Mars, it also allows visitors to appreciate the differences in the workmanship, patination and
the finesse of execution of the bronzes on display.

The exhibition of outstanding works from the Princely Collections takes the viewer on a journey
to Florence at the time of the Medici and sheds light on the artistic wealth of the late
Renaissance. At the same time, it pays tribute to Hans-Adam II of Liechtenstein and his role in
continuing the illustrious tradition of the enthusiastic princely collector and patron of the arts.
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EXHIBITION

WORTHY OF A PRINCE
Giambologna’s Mars

(17 September—16 November 2025)
Liechtensteinisches LandesMuseum Vaduz

An exhibition organised by the Princely Collections Liechtenstein
at the LandesMuseum Vaduz.

Opening hours:

Tuesday to Sunday 10 am-5 pm, Wednesday 10 am—8 pm, closed Mondays.
Liechtensteinisches LandesMuseum, Stadtle 43, 9490 Vaduz, Fiirstentum Liechtenstein
www.landesmuseum.li

PUBLICATION ACCOMPANYING THE EXHIBITION

Body of Power — The Mars by Giambologna

Ed. Stephan Koja

With essays by H. Bredekamp, D. Ekserdjian, K. Helmstutler Di Dio,

S. Kansteiner, V. Krahn, C. Kryza-Gersch, A. Rudigier, G. Steinmetzer, M. Schweller

304 pages, 230 illustrations, 21 x 25.5 cm, hardcover, approx. retail price €49.90 (D), €51.30 (A)
Published in September 2025 by Hirmer Verlag.

Further information on the Princely Collections can be found at
www.liechtensteincollections.at
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